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REPORT. 


Ilo  the  Chairman  and  JVEembers  of  the  l(ir^by'in-Hshfield 

llrban  District  Council. 

\ * s 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  vou  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  your  district. 

The  estimated  population  is  12,660,  an  increase  of 
1,119  on  last  year. 

The  following  figures  will  show  at  a glance  the  increase 
in  population  and  house  property  since  census  year  1901, 
when  the  Urban  District  was  for  the  first  time  divided 
into  Wards  for  statistical  purposes.  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  East  Ward  is  rapidly  developing  ; the  West  and  South 
Wards  slowly. 
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Increase  of 
Population  in 
the  East  Ward. 


Influx  of 
Population. 


Years 

East  Ward 

West  Ward 

South  Ward 

Totals 

Annual  in- 
crease 

Houses 

Popula- 

tion 

1901— 

Inhabited  houses 

756 

625 

674 

2055 

Population 

3872 

3173 

3273 

10318 

1902— 

Inhabited  houses 

906 

686 

707 

2299 

244 

Population 

4548 

3444 

3549 

11541 

1223 

1903— 

Inhabited  houses 

1065 

741 

726 

2532 

233 

Population 

5325 

3705 

3630 

12660  i 

1119 

In  the  East  Ward  during  the  year  1902  150  new 
houses  were  built,  with  an  increase  in  the  population  of 
676.  Year  1903,  159  new  houses,  increase  of  population 
77/.  In  the  West  Ward  the  corresponding  increase  in 
house  property  and  population  has  been  : year  1902  61 

new  houses,  increase  of  population  271.  1903,  55  new 

houses,  increase  of  population  261.  South  W^ard  for 
37ear  1902,  new  houses  33,  increase  of  population  276. 
1903,  new  houses  19,  increase  of  population  81. 

Again  taking  the  increase  over  the  whole  district  for 
the  same  years  we  find  244  new  houses  assessed  in  1902, 
and  an  increase  in  the  population  of  1,223.  1903,  233 

new  houses,  increase  of  population  1,119  ; whereas  the 
natural  increase,  i.e.,  increase  of  births  over  deaths  for 
those  years  has  been  290  and  341  respectively.  This 
shows  considerable  influx  of  population,  many  of  whom 
from  the  sanitarian’s  point  of  view  are  “undesirables,” the 
floating  part  of  the  community  with  straightened  means 
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having  for  a time  to  put  up  with  friends  or  in  front  rooms 
till  fixed  employment  is  obtained.  A rapidly  increasing 
population  largely  owing  to  migrants  from  surrounding 
areas  very  often  results  in  an  increased  death-rate,  both 
adult  and  infant.  It  is  gratifying  having  to  record  that 
neither  this  year  nor  last  has  this  been  the  case.  Indeed 
we  have  this  year  the  lowest  death-rate  on  record  since 
we  became  an  Urban  Authority  12*1  per  1000.  We 
also  must  bear  in  mind  that  a rapidly  increasing  com 
munity  like  ours,  almost  universally  composed  of  toilers 
and  wage  earners  require  constant  and  systematic 
sanitary  improvements.  Progress  must  be  the  watch- 
word, hygienic,  educational,  and  social.  The  housing  of 

j „i  Necessity  for 

the  working  classes — one  of  the  most  pressing  neeas  i progressin 

. . . £ i Sanitation. 

the  age and  the  sanitary  convenience  provided  tor  eacn 

family  has,  as  you  are  well  aware,  frequently  engaged 
your  Sanitary  Committee’s  attention.  During  the  yeai 
under  consideration  old  property  had  to  be  repaired  and 
sometimes  rebuilt.  Closets  and  outhouses  dilapidated 
and  out  of  date  had  to  be  pulled  down.  In  this  connec- 
tion it  is  satisfactory  to  find  a growing  disposition  in 
favour  of  w.c.’s.  Many  new  cottages  are  now  provided 
with  water  closets.  As  I have  so  often  observed  in 
these  Reports  it  should  be  the  aim  of  the  Council 
gradually  to  do  away  with  privy  and  pail  closets  in  favour 
of  water  closets. 


In  an  appendix  to  the  Report  will  be  found  schedules 
dealing  with 

( a ) Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 

Act  (1901). 

( b ) Houses  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation 

during  the  years  1902-3. 

(c)  Summary  of  Sanitary  work  done  in  the  Inspector 

of  Nuisances  department. 
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Vital 

Statistics 


(d)  Tables  I,  II,  and  III  provided  for  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  County  Council. 

There  were  154  deaths  at  all  ages  registered  during 
the  year,  giving  an  annual  mortality  equivalent  to  12T 
per  1000  of  the  population.  Notwithstanding  certain 
climatic  conditions  tending  to  lower  infant  mortality  this 
year,  the  general  death-rate  is  decidedly  low. 

Four  hundred  and  ninety-five  births  were  registered 

during  the  year,  equivalent  to  an  annual  birth-rate  of 

39 T per  1000  of  the  population,  occurring  quarterly  as 
follows  : — 


1st  Quarter 

2nd  ,, 

3rd  „ 

4th  ,, 

J?  • • • • • 

Males 

63 

61 

60 

60 

Females 

70 

59 

69 

53 

Totals  1903 

244 

251 

Totals  1902 

239 

227 

Totals  1901 

214 

215 

Totals  1900 

202 

199 

Totals  1899 

219 

193 

Totals  1898 

199 

155 

Totals  1897 

190 

208 

The  following  table  shows  the  births  in  each  Ward 


East  Ward 

West  Ward 

South  Ward 

1st  Quarter 

49 

43 

41 

2nd  „ 

48 

26 

46 

3rd 

66 

40 

23 

4th 

49 

37 

27 

Totals  1903  ... 

212 

146 

137 

Totals  1902  ... 

204 

129 

133 

Totals  1901  ... 

169 

125 

135 

Totals  1900  ... 

181 

107 

113 

Totals  1899  ... 

180 

108 

124 

Totals  1898  ... 

157 

91 

106 

Totals  1897  ... 

178 

79 

141 

Births  occurr- 
ing Quarterly 
in  Wards. 


Birth-rate  for  the  last  eight  years  r 


1896 

39-5  per  1000 

1897 

44-7 

yy 

1898 

38-1 

yy 

1899 

42-6 

yy 

1900 

39*9 

yy 

1901 

41*2 

yy 

1902 

40*4 

yy 

1903 

39*1 

yy 

.dred  and  fifty-four 

deaths 

were 

Comparative 
Birth-rate 
corrected  ac- 
cording to 
census  1901. 


registered, 


equivalent  to  an  annual  mortality  of  12’1  per  1000  of  the 


population,  occurring  quarterly  as  follows  : 


Males 

Females 

1st  Quarter 

13 

26 

2nd  „ 

19 

20 

3rd 

14 

19 

4th 

23 

20 

Totals  1903... 

69 

85 

Totals  1902  .. 

90 

86 

Death-rate  at 
all  ages. 
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Table  showing  deaths  in  Wards  : — 


Deaths  occurr- 
ing Quarterly 
in  Wards. 


East  Ward 

West  Ward 

South  Ward 

1st  Quarter 

14 

17 

8 

2nd  „ 

15 

12 

12 

3rd  „ 

14 

14 

5 

4th 

14 

9 

20 

Totals  1903  ... 

57 

52 

45 

Totals  1902  ... 

65 

61 

50 

Totals  1901  ... 

61 

55 

50 

Totals  1900  ... 

88 

66 

36 

Totals  1899  ... 

58 

56 

45 

Totals  1898  ... 

56 

35 

49 

Totals  1897  ... 

58 

24 

47 

Corrected 
Death-rate  ac- 
cording to 
Census  1901. 

Death-rate  for  the  last  eight  years 

1896  ...  18*5  per  1000  of  the 

population 

1897 

... 

147 

yy 

1898 

15*0 

yy 

1899 

... 

16-4 

yy 

1900 

• • • 

18*9 

yy 

1901 

• • • 

15-9 

yy 

1902 

• • • 

15*2 

yy 

1903 

• • • 

12*1 

yy 
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Fifty-five  deaths  were  registed  under  1 year  of  age, 
equivalent  to  an  annual  mortality  of  11 H per  1000  births, 

311*1  per  1000  total  deaths,  and  4*3  per  1000  of  the 
population  living,  occurring  quarterly  as  follows 

mortality. 


1st  Quarter 

• » • 

Males 

4 

Females 

12 

2nd  ,,. 

• • • 

• • • 

7 

9 

3rd  ,, 

• • • 

• • • 

7 

3 

4th 

• • • 

© © » 

10 

3 

28 

27 

Table  showing  the  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  occurr- 
ing quarterly  in  each  Ward  : — 


East  Ward 

West  Ward 

South  Ward 

1st  Quarter 

4 ! 

7 

5 

2nd  „ 

9 

3 

4 

3rd  „ 

7 

2 i 

1 

4th 

4 

— 

9 

Totals  1903  ... 

24 

12 

19 

Totals  1902  ... 

28 

28 

25 

Totals  1901  ... 

25 

25 

22 

Totals  1900  ... 

44 

23 

15 

Totals  1899  ... 

23 

21 

14 



Totals  1898  ... 

29 

8 

17 

Totals  1897  ... 

21 

7 

28 

Totals  1896  ... 

35 

12 

16 

Ward  Infant 
Mortality. 
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Comparative 
Infant  Death 
rate. 


Zymotic 
diseases  occurr- 
ing in  each 
month. 


Infant  death-rate  for  the  last  eight  years : — 


1896 

. . . 

284-8 

per  1000  births 

1897 

. . . 

140-7 

yy 

1898 

. . . 

152-5 

yy 

1899 

. . . 

1407 

yy 

1900 

• • • 

204-4 

yy 

1901 

• . . 

167-8 

yy 

1902 

. . . 

173*8 

yy 

1903 

. . . 

111-1 

iy 

Notifiable  Zymotic  Diseases  occurring  in  each  month  : 


January 
February  ... 
March  ... 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 
September 
October  ... 
November... 
December.. 

Scarlet  fever 

Diphtheria 

Typhoid  fever 
or  Enteric 

Puerperal 

fever 

Erysipelas 

Smallpox  or 

Variola 

Membranous 

Croup 

Typhus  fever 

1 

3 

8 

4 | 

■H 

4 

4 

3 

2 

12 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

6 

2 

7 

1 

— | 

4 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

5 

T 

_ 

— 

— 

Totals  1903 

41 

4 

26 

i 

17 

5 

— 

— 

Totals  1902 

17 

2 

16 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  1901 

11 

2 

19 

2 

i 8 

1 

— 

Totals  1900 

23 

9 

18 

— 

15 

1 

— 

— 

Totals  1899 

163 

1 19 

22 

5 

13 



1 

! 

Totals  1898 

65 

5 

23 

| 

14 

— 

1 

| 

Totals  1897 

27 

2 

37 

— 

11 

— 

6 

: l 
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Notifiable  Zymotic  Diseases  occurring  in  each  Ward  : 


East  Ward 

West  Ward 

South  Ward 

Smallpox  ... 

2 

2 

1 

Scarlet  fever 

16 

12 

13 

Diphtheria  ... 

3 

— 

1 

Typhoid 

18 

5 

3 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  ... 

3 

7 

7 

Totals  1903  ... 

43 

26 

25 

Totals  1902  ... 

15 

15 

12 

Totals  1901  ... 

16 

25 

2 

Totals  1900  ... 

19 

24 

22 

Totals  1899  ... 

88 

101 

34 

Totals  1898  ... 

58 

23 

27 

Totals  1897  ... 

39 

21 

24 

Notifiable 
Zymotic 
Diseases  in 
Wards. 


Deaths  from 
Zymotic 
Diseases  in 
Wards. 


Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  occurring  in  each  Ward: 


East  Ward 

West  Ward 

South  Ward 

Measles 

— 

7 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

Zymotic  Enteritis 

4 

— 

Typhoid  fever 

6 

— • 

— 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

1 

Diphtheria  ... 

1 

__ 

— 

Erysipelas  ... 

n 

2 

Totals  1903  ... 

11 

3 

Totals  1902  ... 

9 

13 

2 

Totals  1901  ... 

10 

9 

5 

Totals  1900  ... 

9 

3 

5 

Totals  1899  ... 

10 

15 

8 

Totals  1898  ... 

13 

4 

13 

Totals  1897  ... 

I 7 

4 

7 

Deaths  from  other  than  Zymotic  Diseases  occurring 
monthly  in  each  Ward  : 


East  Ward 

West  Ward  5 

south  Ward 

January 

4 

6 

1 

r 

o 0 

February  ... 

3 

7 

3 z 

r 

V 

March 

4 

5 

4 

April 

5 

4 

3 

May 

6 

4 

4 

June 

7 

5 

3 

July 

4 

4 

2 

August 

2 

6 

— 

September 

3 

3 

2 

October  •• 

2 

4 

5 

November... 

2 

3 

7 

December.. 

4 

1 

8 

Totals  1903 

40 

52 

42 

Totals  1902 

56 

48 

48 

Totals  1901 

52 

47 

43 

Totals  190( 

) 80 

61 

32 

Totals  189( 

) 52 

44 

37 

Totals  1891 

3 43 

31 

36 

Totals  189 

7 52 

21 

38  j 
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Monthly 

Zymotic 

deaths. 


Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  occurring  in  each  month  : 


Scarlet  fever 

Diphtheria 

Typhoid  1 

Typhus 

Zymotic 

Enteritis 

Septicaemia 

Whooping- 

Cough 

Erysipelas 

Measles 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September  ... 
October 
November  ... 
December  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals  1903 

1 

1 

6 

4 

2 

Totals  1902 

2 

1 

2 

6 

13 

Totals  1901 

1 

10 

2 

3 

2 

6 

Totals  1900 

0 

1 

10 

1 

3 

Totals  1899 

5 

3 

4 

12 

2 

1 

6 

Totals  1898 

3 

3 

15 

4 

1 

4 

Totals  1897 

1 

1 

4 

1 

6 

5 

Zymotic  death-rate  for  the  last  eight  years  : 


1896 

... 

4i  per  1000 

1897 

1*3  „ 

Comparative 

1898 

1*6 

Not  including 

Zymotic 

1899 

24 

Diarrhoea  and 

death-rate 
corrected  ac- 

1900 

0-6 

^ Dysentery. 

cording  to 

yy 

census  1901. 

1901 

1-3  „ 

1902 

1*9  „ 

1903 

0*7  „ 

Average  for  years  1896-1903 

T7 
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Detailed  causes  of  infant  mortality  : — 

Premature  births  and  debility 
from  birth  ... 

(Four  of  this  number  lived  1 to  12 
hours  ; two  from  12  to  25  hours  ; 
three  from  24  to  48  hours  ; and 
the  remaining  seven  from  3 to 
30  days. 

Pneumonia 

Marasmus 

Convulsions 

Zymotic  Enteritis 

Gastritis. 

Bronchitis 

Meningitis 

Tabes  Mesenterica 

Erysipelas 

Atelectasis  Pulmonum 
Meningocele 


Detailed  causes 
of  Infant 
mortality. 


Heart  Disease 


1 


16 


Infant 

mortality. 


Deaths  from 
Bronchitis  and 
Pneumonia. 


Zymotic 
Enteritis  or 
Diarrhoea. 


No  part  of  this  year’s  report  is  more  satisfactory  than 
the  Infant  Death-rate  ; 495  births  have  been  registered, 
with  55  deaths,  equivalent  to  an  annual  mortality  of  11  l*i 
per  1000,  and  even  of  these  55  deaths,  16,  or  29  per 
cent,  were  due  to  premature  birth,  the  ages  varying  from 
1 hour  to  30  days.  The  question  of  premature  birth  and 
debility  from  birth  is  a complex  one,  largely  social ; the 
physiologically  unfit  marry  and  give  birth  to  off-spring 
physiologically  unfit  to  live  ; most  of  these  could  not  live 
under  any  circumstances,  but  under  improved  conditions 
a few  might  survive,  though  it  is  doubtful  whether  they 
would  prove  an  acquisition  to  the  community. 

Diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs— bronchitis  and 
pneumonia — account  for  12  deaths.  In  families  with 
young  infants  suffering  from  acute  pneumonia  and 
bronchitis  with  our  inclement  and  changeable  weather  we 
probably  see  most  of  all  the  evils  of  early  marriages  ; 
young  girls  becoming  mothers  before  they  are  20  ; the 
period  between  leaving  school  and  marriage  is  spent 
either  in  a shop  or  factory,  and  of  the  art  of  nursing 
babies  either  in  health  or  sickness  they  know  nothing  ; 
even  the  domestic  arrangements  in  such  houses  as  they 
have  show  the  same  lack  of  training.  Improvements  in 
this  direction  for  the  future  must  be  through  our  educa- 
tional system  ; the  practical  value  of  teaching  girls  during 
their  school  life  the  hygiene  of  nursing  and  personal 
health  along  with  the  utility  and  economy  of  cooking 
needs  no  commendation. 

Four  deaths  were  registered  from  Diarrhoea  or  Zymotic 
Enteritis.  This  number  is  unusually  small,  but  will 
probably  be  found  to  correspond  with  the  returns  of  this 
disease  throughout  the  country,  due  no  doubt  to  the  wet 
summer  season.  This  form  of  complaint,  so  detrimental 
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to  young  infant  life  originates  from  the  dry  dust  covering 
our  streets  and  yards  being  infected  with  diarrhoea  germs; 
when  this  dust  either  by  personal  carelessness  or  through 
the  wind  becomes  mixed  with  the  food,  water,  and  air  of 
young  infants,  the  infection  is  carried  into  their  system 
and  they  contract  the  disease  with  various  degrees  of 
virulence.  We  know  from  the  records  of  rainfall  during 
summer  and  autumn  that  with  high  temperature  and  dry 
air  this  disease  is  particularly  prevalent  and  fatal  ; m the 
same  way  on  the  other  hand  with  low  temperature  and 
heavy  rainfall  the  disease  is  less  common  and  less  severe. 
The  point  of  practical  utility  to  be  enforced  is  that 
duiing  hot  and  dry  summers  our  courts  and  yards  should 
be  well  and  frequently  watered  to  lay  the  infected  dust 
and  so  reduce  the  chance  of  disease.  It  would  be  better 
still  if  all  our  damp,  dirty  yards  were  asphalted  or  blue- 
bricked,  such  impervious  covering  would  prevent  the 
escape  of  the  infective  organism  from  the  earth,  where 
they  have  their  permanent  abode ; and  amongst  the 
sanitary  advantages  of  such  an  arrangement  not  the  least 
would  be  the  simplicity  with  which  such  yards  could  be 
flushed  and  cleaned  both  in  winter  and  summer. 


How  Summer 

Diarrhoea 

spreads. 


Comparing  the  infant  death-rate  in  \\  ards  we  find  in 
the  East  Ward  212  births  and  24  deaths,  giving  a death- 
rate  of  113-2  per  1000  births;  in  the  West  Ward  146 
births  and  12  deaths,  giving  a death-rate  of  82-1  pei  Comparative 
1000  births;  and  in  the  South  Ward  137  births  and  19  in 

deaths,  a death-rate  of  138-6  per  1000  births.  The  West 
Ward  which  has  always  had  the  unenviable  reputation  of 
a high  infant  death-rate  is  this  yerr  abnormally  low,  a 
fact  largely  due  to  its  total  reedom  from  deaths  from 
diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  and  summer  diarrhoea 
during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 
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Death-rate 

among 

illegitimates. 


Deaths  at  all 

ages. 


Smallpox. 


Fifteen  illegitimate  births  were  registered,  8 males 
and  7 females,  with  3 deaths,  equal  to  a death-rate  of 
200  per  1000  births.  The  death-rate  among  this  class  is 
always  very  high  everywhere.  As  is  well  known  they 
are  but  little  cared  for,  the  mother  has  to  earn  her  own 
living,  a stranger  is  entrusted  with  the  baby,  hand-fed 
and  ill  kept  they  early  succumb  to  their  unfavourable 
environments,  only  the  constitutionally  strong  survive  in 
the  struggle  for  existence. 

turning  now  to  the  total  deaths  at  all  ages  in  each 
Ward  we  find  in  the  East  Ward  57  deaths,  as  against  65 
last  year,  yielding  a death-rate  of  10-0  per  1000,  as 
against  14*3  last  year.  In  the  West  Ward  52  deaths, 
giving  a death-rate  of  14*0  per  1000,  as  against  61  last 
year,  and  a death-rate  of  17*7  per  1000.  In  the  South 
Ward  we  find  45  deaths,  yielding  a death-rate  of  12-3 
per  1000,  against  50  last  year,  with  a death-rate  of  14*1 
per  1000.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  death-rate  at  all 
ages  is  highest  in  the  West  Ward. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Council  were  so  impressed  by  the 
presence  of  smallpox  in  the  metropolis  and  its  gradual 
extension  to  the  provinces  that  they  resolved  to  provide 
an  isolation  hospital  for  the  District.  A suitable  position 
was  found  in  “ the  Doles,”  a well-wooded,  well-watered, 
and  well-sheltered  site  in  the  N.W.  corner  of  the  parish 
about  li  miles  from  the  nearest  inhabited  houses.  Early 
ia  July  they  entered  into  an  agreement  with  David  Rowell 
and  Co.,  31  Old  Queen  Street,  Westminster,  for  the 
erection  of  a corrugated  iron  structure  with  separate 
male  and  female  wards  with  7 beds,  earth  closet,  sink 
and  bath  to  each,  and  a nurse’s  sitting  room  with  inspec- 
tion window  into  each  ward  ; an  outside  cottage  has  been 
turned  provisionally  into  a nurse’s  bedroom  and  kitchen 
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communicating  with  the  hospital  by  a covered  corridor 
3 or  4 feet  long.  The  place  is  a substantial  and  com- 
fortable building ; the  roof,  sides,  and  end  are  covered 
with  galvanised,  corrugated  iron  sheetiug  24  B.W.  guage, 
with  all  necessary  gutters,  spouts  and  downrights  ; the 
framing  is  of  strong  timber  4in.  by  4in.,  the  rafters  Tin. 
by  2-§-in.,  purlins  4in.  by  2in.  The  interior  of  the  building 
is  lined  throughout  with  five-eighths  planed,  tongued, 
grooved  and  beaded  white  match  boarding ; a layer  of 
patent  inodorous  felt  is  fixed  between  the  boarding  and 
iron  sheeting  in  walls  and  roof  ; the  flooring  is  of  lin. 
planed,  tongued,  and  grooved  boards,  laid  on  4in.  by  2in. 
joists  about  12in.  apart  clear,  on  3in.  by  2in.  sleeper 
plates.  There  are  6 windows  to  each  ward,  3ft.  by  4ft., 
with  hinged  tops  for  ventilation,  all  filled  with  opaque 
glass  ; in  addition  each  ward  has  4 roof  ventilators.  The 
whole  structure  rests  upon  a concrete  and  brick  founda- 
tion, about  2ft.  above  the  ground  level.  The  dimension 
of  each  ward  is  34  by  20  by  13  (10ft.  to  eaves),  giving 
K62  cubic  feet  per  bed.  The  necessity  for  this  hospital 
arose  much  sooner  than  was  anticipated  owing  to  an 
outbreak  of  small-pox  towards  the  end  of  May  in  the 
village  of  Newstead,  about  3 miles  from  Kirkby.  The 
first  case,  notified  on  May  29th,  was  that  of  a school 
teacher  lodging  in  the  South  Ward,  but  employed  at 
Newstead;  she  was  removed  the  same  day  to  a small 
cottage,  improvised  as  a hospital,  adjacent  to  the  new 
structure  in  course  of  erection.  The  inmates  of  the 
house  and  all  near  neighbours  were  vaccinated  and  there 
was  no  further  spread  from  this  focus.  In  several  cases 
parents  in  Newstead  thoughtlessly  sent  their  children  to 
friends  in  Kirkby  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  the  epidemic, 
and  consequently  on  June  4,  11,  and  12,  three  cases  were 
notified,  all  of  them  children  who  had  been  so  sent  from 
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Newstead.  Two  of  these  cases  were  sent  back,  it  being 
known  that  the  disease  was  already  present  in  their 
homes,  the  other  was  removed  to  the  isolation  cottage, 
the  home  being  free  from  infection.  Only  one  further 
case  occurred,  that  of  a man,  aged  29,  Thomas  Smith  ; 
this  man  was  related  to  one  of  the  above  cases,  J.  E. 
Harris,  and  had  taken  him  in  at  the  request  of  his 
Newstead  parents.  The  case  is  an  interesting  illustration 
of  the  protective  value  of  vaccination.  The  other  inmates 
of  the  house  were  the  wife  and  baby  of  Thomas  Smith ; 
the  baby  had  been  vaccinated  and  the  wife  both 
vaccinated  in  infancy  and  re-vaccinated  ; the  baby  slept 
with  the  boy  Harris  for  14  days,  and  the  wife  nursed  him 
whereas  the  uncle,  who  refused  to  be  vaccinated,  isolated 
himself  and  lived  practically  in  one  room,  yet  he  was  the 
only  one  who  took  the  disease.  The  case  of  the  nurse 
who  attended  these  patients  is  similarly  interesting  ; she 
undertook  the  work  at  a moment’s  notice,  and  escaped  all 
infection,  though  she  lived  with  the  patients  9 weeks, 
with  no  other  protection  than  re-vaccination  on  the  very 
day  the  cases  were  admitted.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that 
4 of  the  5 cases  were  direct  importations  from  Newstead, 
and  only  one  case  spread  from  them.  Of  the  5 cases 
notified  only  one  was  vaccinated,  the  vaccinated  case 
being  a mild  attack  ; the  unvaccinated  cases  remained 
dangerously  ill  for  several  weeks,  and  after  a prolonged 
convalescence  they  made  excellent  recoveries,  but 
remained  much  disfigured.  The  methods  adopted  for 
grappling  with  the  outbreak  were  : — 

(a)  Immediate  removal  to  isolation  building. 

( b ) Vaccination  and  re-vaccination  of  all  contact 
cases  consenting. 

(c)  Quarantine  of  all  contacts  for  15  days. 


(d)  Disinfecting  and  fumigating  of  furniture,  clothing 

and  wallpaper  in  houses  of  contacts. 

(e)  Destruction,  by  burning,  of  clothing,  bedding, 

rugs,  carpets  and  mats  in  all  infected  houses. 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  the  measures  adopted  weie 
so  satisfactory,  that  with  4 imported  cases,  only  one  out 
of  39  contacts  developed  smallpox.  4 he  outbreak 
entailed  considerable  extra  work  on  your  sanitary  staff, 
and  my  best  thanks  are  due  to  them  for  their  heaity 
co-operation  and  vigilance.  The  work  has  not  been 
without  reward,  for  much  has  been  learnt  about  the  best 
measures  suitable  for  the  stamping  out  of  an  epidemic. 

Fully  a month  before  the  first  cases  occurred  knowing 
that  smallpox  was  in  the  near  neighbourhood  the  district 
was  placarded  with  large  sized  posters  warning  the  com-  ingagainst 
munitv  against  smallpox,  and  fully  describing  the  best 
measures  for  the  prevention  of  the  same,  a copy  of  which 
will  be  found  in  the  appendix. 

Forty-one  cases  were  notified,  1 6 in  the  East  Ward, 

12  in  the  West  Ward,  and  13  in  the  South  W ard.  The  Scarlet  fever. 
infection  was  prevalent  in  scattered  cases  throughout  the 
whole  District  from  January  to  December,  only  during 
the  months  of  April  and  July  was  the  place  free  from 
scarlatina.  In  many  instances  the  children  contracted 
the  infection  at  school,  in  other  cases  the  disease  was 
introduced  by  outsiders,  but  at  no  time  did  it  assume  the 
form  of  an  epidemic,  and  as  all  the  cases  were  excessively 
mild  there  was  little  inconvenience  or  interruption  of 
school  life  contrary  to  past  years.  No  order  was  issued 
either  for  this  or  any  other  infectious  disorders  for  the 
closing  of  public  elementary  schools. 

Four  cases  were  notified,  3 in  the  East  Ward,  and  1 
in  the  South  Ward,  with  one  death  in  the  East  Ward.  Diphtheria. 
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There  is  every  reason  to  assume  from  careful  enquiries 
made  that  two  of  the  cases  were  directly  imported — one 
a young  domestic  servant  was  sent  direct  home  in  an 
advanced  stage  ; the  other  a boy  attending  a grammar 
school  in  a neighbouring  borough.  With  enforced  isolation 
and  sanitary  precautions  there  were  no  secondary  cases 
in  any  of  the  families. 

One  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  was  notified  from  the 
Puerperal  feverjgag^.  y\rarc[  That  all  the  cases  of  Puerperal  Septicaemia 

occurring  in  a district  are  duly  notified  is  not  at  all 
probable,  but  now  that  we  have  practically  in  force  the 
Midwives  Act,  1902,  which  materially  affects  the  position 
of  midwives  and  the  supervision  of  the  same  by  the 
County  Council  this  insidious  disease  will  be  brought 
more  under  proper  control. 

Erysipelas.  Seventeen  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified,  3 in  the 

East  Ward,  7 in  the  West  Ward,  and  7 in  the  South 
Ward,  with  2 deaths.  This  is  an  increase  of  13  on  1902. 
Many  of  the  cases  were  what  is  commonly  termed  idio- 
pathic— occurring  without  a known  cause  in  old  people 
during  the  cold,  dry,  frosty  weather.  Three  were 
notified  as  tramatic,  that  is  in  connection  with  injuries. 

Twenty-six  cases  of  Typhoid  fever  were  notified,  18  in  the 
East  Ward,  5 in  the  West  Ward,  and  3 in  the  South 
Ward.  The  District  has  not  been  absolutely  free  from 

Typhoid  or 

Enteric  fever.  Typhoid  fever  during  the  whole  year,  and  let  it  be 
emphasised  that  no  other  disease  is  more  characteristic  of 
insanitary  surroundings  and  uncleanly  habits. 

Number  of  cases  notified  in  each  month  : — 


J an. 

Feb. 

March 

April 

May 

J une 

2 

2 

1 

2 

0 

1 

July 

Aug. 

Sep 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

0 

2 

1 

6 

2 

7 

Number  of  cases  occurring  in  each  Ward  since  1896 


1896 

East  Ward 

7 

West  Ward 

2 

South  Ward 

3 

1897 

• • • 

13 

8 

16 

1898 

... 

12 

7 

4 

1899 

• • • 

5 

7 

10 

1900 

• • • 

4 

9 

5 

1901 

... 

2 

15 

9 

U 

1902 

• • • 

4 

6 

6 

1903 

18 

5 

3 

In  the  East  Ward  10  houses  were  infected,  3 of  which 
developed  secondary  cases.  These  3,  in  Sherwood  Street, 

1 •ill  The  outbreak 

are  practically  in  the  same  yard,  near  neighbours,  ana  at  Sherwood 
r J J Street  m the 

although  it  is  uncertain  as  to  the  origin  of  the  first  case,  Eastward, 
the  boy  Vale,  age  1 4,  it  is  tolerably  clear  that  the  other 
two  families — Cooper  and  Ball — contracted  the  disease 
by  the  limited,  and  one  may  justly  add,  primitive  sanitary 
conveniences.  Nor  must  we  overlook  the  wilful  disregard 
of  every  precaution  practised  by  the  inmates. 

Of  the  ten  houses,  2 were  supplied  with  w.c.  s,  7 with 
common  midden  privies,  and  1 with  a pail  closet.  The 
houses  with  w.c.’s  are  quite  new,  occupied  for  the  hist 
time  this  summer,  built  on  land  formerly  used  as  gardens, 

rri  1 Houses  with 

and  yards  with  surroundings  fairly  clean.  Ine  nouse  Middenprivies 
J ••1111  and  Sanitary 

with  a pail  closet  and  the  7 with  midden  privies  had  all  defects, 
marked  sanitary  defects,  back  yards  filthy,  ashes  and 
decayed  vegetable  matter  scattered  here  and  there,  with 
pig-styes  undrained,  fowls  and  other  domestic  animals, 
some  loose,  others  penned  up  against  the  doors. 

Special  mention  must  be  made  of  houses  1 , 3,  5,  7,  9, 

11,  13,  15,  17,  19,  and  21,  Sherwood  Street.  The  last  7 ^ggeVInd* 
houses,  9 to  21,  have  neither  pantries  or  sculleries,  no  excreta, 
foot-path  and  house  drainage  to  the  rear.  lhe  result  is 
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that  the  roof  water  is  being  continually  discharged  during 
rainy  weather  on  to  the  yard  saturating  the  soil  and 
rendering  it  water-logged.  The  same  remark  applies  to 
the  outbuildings,  so  far  as  roof  water  is  concerned.  Then 
again  there  are  only  3 privies  with  two  seats  each  to  the 
7 families,  comprising  42  individuals.  The  closets  are  of 
the  very  worst  type,  deep  midden  vaults,  with  half  the 
slates  off  the  roofs,  so  that  the  deep  vaults  are  practically 
enormous  cesspools  filled  to  the  depth  of  two  or  three 
feet  with  liquid  excreta,  the  liquid  contents  freely  oozing 
through  their  walls  and  readily  percolating  the  already 
water-logged  surrounding  subsoil. 

In  Lynn’s  Yard,  just  adjacent,  3 cases  occurred  in  one 
?e°nnedCasunfithouse.  The  property  in  this  yard  is  owned  by  the  same 
habitation.  man  as  the  houses  referred  to  in  Sherwood  Street.  The 
sanitary  conveniences  and  house  drainage  are  exactly  the 
same.  The  Council  were  so  impressed  by  the  reports 
made  to  them  by  their  Sanitary  Officials  that  legal  notice 
has  been  served  on  the  ,owner  under  the  Houses  of 
Working  Classes  Act  (1901)  declaring  them  unfit  for 
human  habitation  until  such  time  as  the  following  altera- 
tions  are  effected 

(n)  New  sculleries  and  pantries  with  water  services. 

(b)  Four  feet  blue  brick  footpath  to  the  rear. 


Alterations 

required. 


( c ) Property  spouted  with  fall  pipes  to  discharge 

over  grated  gullies  in  the  open  connected  with 
the  surface  water  drainage. 

(d)  House  drainage  to  join  the  main  sewer  with  dis- 

connecting traps. 


( e ) New  outhouses  with  a pail  closet  to  each  house. 

(f)  Yard  to  be  asphalted  or  blue  bricked  throughout. 

(g)  Pig  styes,  stables,  and  all  other  wooden  structures 

to  be  removed. 
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It  is  necessary  to  explain  that  in  one  house  m Sher- 
wood Street— Cooper’s— No.  1,  the  whole  family  save  the 
father  were  down  with  typhoid  fever  in  one  week.  There 
being  neither  beds  nor  bedding  and  as  one  nurse  could 
not  manage  6 patients  critically  ill  with  typhoid  fesei  it 
was  resolved  to  obtain  the  services  of  a second  muse  and  Removai0f 

,,  i I Patients  to  the 

remove  them  to  the  hitherto  unused  new  smallpox  kospita  ^isolation 
in  “the  Doles.”  Another  reason  strongly  influencing 
this  decision  was  that  the  house  was  in  near  proximity 
the  main  entrance  to  the  Co-operative  Society’s  Stores 
where  enormous  quantities  of  ood  stuffs  weie  bein^ 
loaded  and  unloaded  daily.  If  then  by  any  chance  such 
goods  became  contaminated  by  this  infection  the  result 
would  be  disastrous.  Exactly  the  same  considerations 
influenced  the  removal  of  Balls  family  fiom  the  nex^  The  threaten. 
yard,  namely,  Lynn’s  yard.  A et  anothei  important  arrested, 
reason,  to  nip  in  the  bud  what  at  one  time  threatened  to 
develope  into  a serious  epidemic.  Nine  cases  m all  were 
admitted  on  the  17th  December,  2 of  them  died  from 
typhoid  complicated  by  pneumonia,  the  other  7 weie  dis 
charged  cured  on  January  30th,  and  no  more  cases 
occurred  in  the  District,  now  over  2 months.  It  is 
pleasing  to  record  that  such  timely  aff  ion  stamped  out  the 

outbreak. 


The  5 houses  in  the  West  Ward  are  all  provided  with 
pail  closets,  have  a good  and  wholesome  water  suppiy , ^ ^ 

but  with  surroundings  extremely  favourable  to  the  West  Waid. 
retention  and  spread  of  typhoid  fever  germs,  damp,  un- 
bricked yards  ; the  plot  of  land  meant  for  gardens  to  the 
back  never  cultivated,  with  fowl  pens  and  their  runs,  the 
soil  damp  with  vegetable  and  other  forms  of  household 
rubbish  freelv  scattered  here  and  there. 

In  the  South  Ward  3 cases  were  notified.  In  1 house  the 
water  supply  was  evidently  contaminated,  obtained  from 


Diarrhoea  or 

Zymotic 

Enteritis. 


Phthisis. 


a sunk  well  under  the  basement  and  freely  receiving 
percolations  from  a large  midden  privy  near  by.  District 
water  is  to  be  supplied  to  this  house.  The  other  two 
houses,  one  with  a pail  closet  and  one  with  a midden 
privy,  have  surroundings  and  yards  damp  and  dirty,  the 
rendezvous  of  hens,  pigeons,  and  rabbits.  The  last  with 
dilapidated  and  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  has 
been  certified  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  a legal 
notice  served. 

Four  deaths  were  registered  from  this  disease,  all  in 
the  East  Ward,  against  one  in  1902,  ten  in  1901,  ten  in 
1900,  and  twelve  in  1899.  No  doubt  the  exceptionally  wet 
summer  and  autumn  we  have  had  has  been  the  chief 
cause  of  this  favourable  result.  In  the  East  Ward,  too, 
we  have  the  formation  of  what  may  be  literallv  termed 
city  life,  with  congested  areas  and  slum  dwellings.  Here 
the  district  grows  apace,  the  density  of  the  population  is 
at  its  maximum,  the  green  lanes  and  open  spaces  give 
place  to  rows  of  new  houses,  unpaved  streets  covered 
with  sludge,  yards  partly  unpaved  covered  with  loose- 
dust.  To  this  must  be  added  the  carelessness  and 
primitive  habits  of  many  of  the  poorer  classes,  every  kind 
of  indigestible  and  other  highly  injurious  food  is  given  to 
babies  a few  months  old.  So  also  the  milk  is  stored 
under  conditions  in  ever)7  way  favourable  to  its  contami- 
nation with  diarrhoea  and  phthisical  germs.  In  summer 
and  autumn  sufficient  care  cannot  be  taken  in  guarding 
the  purity  of  our  infant  food  supply  from  infected  dust, 
decomposition,  and  insect  contamination. 

Phthisis.  Plight  deaths  were  registered,  three  in  the 
East  Ward,  two  in  the  West,  and  three  in  the  South  ; as 
againstsixin  1902,  sevenin  1901,  twelve  in  1900,  and  twelve 
in  1899.  Other  forms  of  tubercular  diseases  : thisyearsix, 
1902 thirteen,  1901  seven,  1900  fourteen.  What  hasbeen  so 


often  said  in  these  Reports  people  cannot  be  too  careful  m 
disinfecting  by  burning  or  treating  with  stiong  antiseptic 
solutions  the  sputa  of  their  friends  suffering  from  con- 
sumption, never  on  any  acaount  to  sleep  in  the  same  bed 
room  as  anyone  with  pronounced  phthisis.  People  are 
getting  gradually  rid  of  the  idea  that  consumption  runs  m 
the  blood  and  that  once  a case  appears  in  the  family  they 
are  doomed  and  any  effort  to  escape  it  is  hopeless.  Con 
sumption — phthisis  pulmonaliss — is  an  infectious  disease 
communicated  by  one  person  to  another  chiefly  thiough  the 
discharges  from  nose  and  mouth  containing  millions  of  tion  spreads, 
tubercle  bacilli,  these  in  turn  infect  the  floor,  walls,  and 
furniture  of  the  rooms.  Further  the  bacilli  get  mixed 
with  the  dust  in  the  house  and  when  dry  are  inhaled  ; 
then  again  they  find  their  way  into  food  stuffs,  particular- 
ly milk,  soup,  and  broth,  and  are  thus  conveyed  into  the 
system.  If  the  danger  of  living  in  the  same  room  as  a 
consumptive  patient  is  undoubtedly  great  the  means  of 
self  protection  are  also  very  effective.  If  nature  thiough 
this  fell  disorder  has  been  relentless  and  destructive, 
science  is  gradually  unfolding  protection  to  those  who 
intelligently  follow  her  teachings.  Ihe  parasite  must  be 
destroyed  as  it  leaves  its  host.  Spitting  should  be  pro- 

, . . Measures  to  be 

hibited  in  thoroughfares  and  all  public  places,  phthisis  adopted  against 
should  be  included  as  one  of  the  notifiable  diseases,  the 
sufferer  should  sleep  in  a separate  room,  should  feed  in  a 
separate  room,  dishes  and  all  utensils  used  by  him  daily 
disinfected  and  set  apart  for  himself  or  herself,  sputa  and 
nasal  excretions  received  in  bottles  specially  constructed 
for  the  purpose  now  almost  obtainable  at  any  chemist, 
the  contents  of  the  same  to  be  duly  burnt. 

Heart  Disease.  Eleven  deaths  were  certified  as  due  Heavt disease 
to  heart  disease,  against  six  last  year,  and  fifteen  in  1901. 


Cancer. 


Inquests. 


Sewerage. 


New  beds  con- 
structed. 


Scavenging. 


Cancer.  Four  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  cancer. 
Three  deaths  were  returned  as  not  certified. 

Seven  inquests  were  held  during  the  year.  Verdicts  : 
Accidentally  killed  ...  3 

Accidentally  burnt  ...  3 

Heart  Disease  ...  1 

The  Sewerage  system  of  the  District  is  in  good  working 
condition.  As  stated  in  last  year’s  Report  additional 
filter  beds  of  an  improved  type  were  laid  down  at  Kirkby 
Lane  Sewage  Farm  and  Portland  Row  Sewage  Works. 
At  the  former  place  six  more  new  beds  were  completed 
this  summer,  and  preparations  are  going  on  for  three 
more.  We  have  the  effluent  now  passing  through  three 
beds  before  being  discharged  into  the  brook.  The 
sewerage  from  what  is  known  as  the  Model  Village  is 
pumped  into  the  already  existing  mains  by  hydraulic 
power  and  is  working  well. 

Street  improvement  is  still  the  great  need  of  this 
District,  but  as  this  important  matter  is  now  at  last  to  be 
pushed  forward  with  all  possible  despatch — tenders  are 
being  advertised  for — it  is  unnecessarv  to  say  more  on 
the  subject. 

In  the  East  and  West  Wards  scavenging  is  done  by  the 
Council  with  praiseworthy  care,  but  in  the  South  Ward 
the  work  is  done  by  contract,  and  as  is  always  the  case 
at  certain  seasons  when  the  contractor  is  busy  with  other 
work  scavenging  is  allowed  to  fall  behind.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  Council  will  soon  see  their  way  to  under- 
take the  scavenging  of  the  South  Ward  as  the  East  and 
West  is  being  done. 


On  page  24  last  year’s  Report  93  houses  were  reported 
as  unfit  for  human  habitation  from  one  cause  or  another. 


Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  67  of  these  were 
improved  and  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation,  and  26 
remain  in  statu  quo,  25  of  which  are  at  Blea  Hall,  and 
one  at  Nuncargate.  Due  legal  notice  has  now  been 
served  on  the  owners  intimating  that  if  the  specified 
improvements  are  not  effected  in  three  months  from  the 
date  thereof  application  will  be  made  for  a closing  Order. 

During  1903  the  question  of  insanitary  dwellings  was 
systematically  pursued.  Twenty-nine  houses  at  Sherwood 
place,  Nuncargate,  eight  at  Fisher’s  Row,  12  at  Mill  Row, 
Anneslev  Woodhouse,  and  14  at  Sherwood  Street,  East 
Kirkby,  were  reported  as  unfit  for  human  habitation. 
Notices  that  closing  Orders  would  be  applied  for  if  the 
desired  alterations  were  not  effected  within  three  months 
have  been  issued.  The  results,  of  course,  properly  belong 
to  next  year’s  Report. 
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Morbid  Anato- 
my of  Public 
Health. 


GENERAL  REMARKS. 

During  the  year  special  attention  has  been  paid 
to  the  housing  problem,  the  fitness  for  habitation, 
particularly  in  reference  to  sufficiency  of  sanitary  con- 
veniences, cleanliness  of  surrounding  yards,  courts,  and 
streets.  We  believe,  as  the  result  of  many  years  experi- 
ence and  observation,  that  no  matter  whatever  sanitary 
improvements  may  be  introduced  into  our  homes,  so  long 
as  we  tolerate  large  midden  privies,  yards  and  courts  neither 
paved  nor  asphalted,  so  long  shall  certain  endemic  fevers, 
especially  typhoid  fever,  be  prevalent  among  us. 

A subject  yearly  referred  to  in  these  Reports,  but  now 
happily  nearing  completion  — street  improvement  and 
surface  water  drainage.  Tenders  are  being  advertised 
for  and  contracts  will  soon  be  let. 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation,  as  mentioned  in 
last  year’s  Report,  page  24,  93  houses  were  condemned, 
in  67  of  which  the  necessary  improvements  were  carried 
out,  leaving  26  of  that  lot  in  statu  quo.  This 
year  63  houses  were  reported  to  the  Sanitary 
Authority  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  chiefly  from  a 
deplorable  lack  of  suitable  sanitary  conveniences.  In 
every  instance  the  Council  took  prompt  action  and  served 
a legal  notice  on  the  owners  to  have  the  specific  improve- 
ments forthwith  carried  out. 

There  is  a tendency,  I notice,  to  improve  closets, 
rebuild  and  replace  old  midden  privies  with  pails,  but 
yards,  courts  and  alleys  are  left  untouched.  This  is  a 
great  mistake  in  the  houses  of  the  working  classes  when 
often  as  many  as  twelve  houses  are  included  in  one  yard 
with  a total  of  probably  60  individuals  using  this  limited 
open  space,  and  continually  traversing  it  for  some  purpose 


or  other.  Their  children  romp  and  play  here,  their 
domestic  animals,  fowls,  pigeons,  and  rabbits  have  their 
rendezvous  in  the  same  place.  In  dry  weather  it  is 

. The  necessity 

covered  with  loose  dust,  in  wet  weather  the  yard  is  °f  asphalting 
saturated  with  rain  water  and  kitchen  slops.  In  addition 


to  this,  every  form  of  house  rubbish,  animal  and  vegetable, 
is  scattered  about.  Such  a yard  can  neither  be  swept 
nor  flushed.  It  is  a fixed  home  from  year  to  yeai  of 
infective  germs.  What  is  the  remedy  ? Blue  brick  or 
asphalt  the  place.  Nothing  else  will  suffice.  In  con- 
nection with  these  remarks  it  should  be  observed  that 
communities  like  individuals  require  ^breathing  organs. 
We  have  as  yet  no  public  lungs,  no  park  nor  recreation 
grounds  for  our  toiling  masses  with  their  young  children 
to  inhale  the  pure  air  free  from  deleterious  matter. 


An  enlightened  Sanitary  Authority  should  insist  on  the 
advantages  of  public  parks  and  public  baths. 


Milk  supply.  May  I,  even  at  the  risk  of  being  charged 
with  the  vice  of  repetition,  draw  your  earnest  attention 
to  the  remarks  on  the  milk  supply  of  the  district,  pages 
19-20  of  Annual  Report  1901.  “ I look  upon  our  nnlk  requires  atten- 

supplv,  the  absolute  lack  of  supervision  both  of  the  cow- 
sheds, milk  shops,  and  method  of  vending,  as  the  chief 
unremediecl  sanitary  defect  of  this  district,”  now  that  we 
have  such  schemes  as  water  supply,  sewerage,  and  street 
improvement  practically  completed. 

The  school  accommodation  in  the  District— specially  |gjjjntary 
East  and  South  Wards — is  insufficient  for  a rapidly  Schools- 
increasing  population  like  ours ; but  I understand  the 
County  Council  has  the  matter  under  consideration. 

In  the  terms  of  the  Home  Office  circular  B 37268  of 
March,  1903,  describing  the  duties  of  District  Councils  in 


Factory  and 
Workshops 
Act  (1901). 


reference  to  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901, 

(a)  The  Sanitary  Authority  is  charged  with  the  duty 

of  seeing  that  every  factory  in  its  district  is  pro- 
vided with  a means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire,  and 
the  provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary 
conveniences. 

(b)  Every  workshop  and  work  place  in  the  district 

must  be  reported  on  : 

(i)  As  to  their  sanitary  condition. 

(ii)  Provision  of  means  of  escape  from  fire. 

(iii)  Cleanliness. 

They  must  be  kept  in  a clean  state  and  free  from 
effluvia,  if  necessary  such  places  must  be  lime  washed, 
cleansed  and  purified.  They  must  not  be  overcrowded 
while  work  is  being  carried  on  so  as  to  be  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  the  health  of  the  persons  employed.  An  air 
space  of  250  cubic  feet  for  ordinary  time,  and  400  cubic 
feet  for  overtime  must  be  allowed  for  each  person. 
Every  such  place  must  be  ventilated  so  as  to  render 
harmless,  as  far  as  practicable,  anv  gases,  dust,  or  other 
impurities  generated  in  the  course  of  the  work.  Under 
certain  defined  conditions  a provision  is  introduced  for 
the  drainage  of  floors  of  workshops  in  which  any  process 
is  carried  on  rendering  the  floor  of  any  part  thereof  wet 
to  such  an  extent  that  the  wet  is  capable  of  being 
removed  by  drainage. 

(c)  Bakehouses  are  either  factories  or  workshops  within 

the  meaning  of  the  Act  according  as  mechanical 
power  is  or  is  not  used  in  aid  of  the  process 
carried  on.  Special  regulations  for  bakehouses 
are  contained  in  the  Act. 

(i)  A bakehouse  must  not  contain  or  communi- 
cate directly  with  a water  closet,  privy,  or 
ashpit  ; a cistern  supplying  water  to  a bake- 


house  must  be  separate  from  any  cistei  n 
supplying  water  to  a water  closet  ; and  a 
sewage  pipe  or  drain  must  not  lia\e  am 
opening  in  the  bakehouse. 

(ii)  All  inside  walls  and  ceilings  of  rooms  and 
all  passages  and  staircases  must  be  lime- 
washed  every  six  months,  or  coated  w it h 
three  coats  of  paint  or  varnish  every  seven 
years,  and  washed  with  hot  water  and  soap 
every  six  months. 

(iii)  Places  on  the  same  level  with  a bakehouse 
and  forming  part  of  the  same  building  must 
not  be  used  as  a sleeping  place  unless  effec- 
tually separated  from  the  bakehouse  by  a 
paitition  from  floor  to  ceiling,  and  provided 
with  an  external  glazed  window  9ft.  square, 
of  which,  4^-ft.  must  be  made  to  open.  The 
Act  provides  that  no  underground  bakehouse 
shall  be  used  as  such  unless  that  it  was  so 
used  on  the  17th  August,  1901,  and  after  the 
1st  January,  1904,  it  will  not  be  lawful  to 
use  any  underground  bakehouse,  no  matter 
when  established,  until  the  Council  has 
granted  a certificate  that  it  is  suitable  for  the 
purpose  in  regard  to  construction,  light,  ven- 
tilation. etc.  Every  bakehouse  will  be 
deemed  an  underground  bakehouse  if  any 
room  used  for  baking,  or  any  process  inciden- 
tal thereto,  is  so  situated  that  the  surface  of 
floor  is  more  than  3ft.  below  the  surface  of 
the  footway  of  the  adjoining  street  or  ground 
adjacent. 

(d)  Home  work.  Important  powers  controlling  the 
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conditions  under  which  certain  classes  of  work  are 
done  in  the  homes  of  the  workers  are  conferred 
on  the  Council.  In  the  words  of  the  memorandum 
“these  powers  aim  at  the  prevention  of  home  work 
being  done.” 

(i)  “In  dwellings  which  are  injurious  or  danger- 

■v  ( 

ous  to  the  health  of  the  workers  themselves* 
i.e., through  overcrowding,  want  of  ventilation, 
or  other  sanitary  conditions. 

(ii)  “ In  premises  where  there  is  a dangerous 
infectious  disease. 


A register  to  be 
kept. 


Outworkers 

list. 


(e)  “ The  Act  places  the  new  duty  on  every  District 
Council  to  keep  a register  of  all  workshops  situated 
within  its  District  in  order  that  such  Councils  may 
be  kept  fully  informed  as  to  the  places  in  its 
district  in  which  home  work  is  being  done  ; 
occupiers  of  factories  and  workshops,  or  any  place 
from  which  work  is  given  out  are  required  to  keep 
an  outworkers  list  and  to  send  a copy  of  the  same 
to  the  Council  twice  a year,  namely,  on  or  before 
the  1st  of  February  and  the  1st  of  August.” 

As  already  mentioned  a schedule  will  be  found  in  the 
appendix  showing  the  work  done  during  the  vear  in  con- 
nection with  this  Act. 


I regret  having  to  record  that  through  serious  illness 
Mr.  John  Todd  Gelsthorpe  had  to  relinquish  the  post  of 
Sanitary  Inspector.  His  successor,  Mr.  William  Massey, 
is  giving  evidence  of  his  capacity  for  the  work  by  his  con- 
ciliatory disposition  combined  with  firmness  and  deter- 
mination to  carry  whatever  duty  he  has  in  hand  to  a 
successful  issue. 

As  on  previous  occasions  may  I thank  you,  Gentlemen, 


for  the  consideration  and  courtesy  you  have  always  shown 
to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself,  even  when  the 
questions  submitted  for  your  decision  were  unusually 

delicate  and  difficult. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 


Miss  Sharley,  Victoria  Miss  Sharley,  Victoria  do.  5 girls  1 1496  do.  Sep.  2*2  ditto 

Road,  Kirkby  Rd.,  Kirkby,  Notts 
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Appendix. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  Department  during  the  year  1903  : 


Informal  notices 

served  by  Inspector 

Legal  Notices  by 

authority  of  the 

Council 

Nuisances  abated 

after  notice 

63 

15  ; 

1 

— 

79 

29 

50 

— 

— - 

69 

47 

4 

— 

4 

Defective  Drainage  o f 
Land ... 


Dwellinghouses 


Insanitary 
Overcrowding 
Ashpits  and  Privies 


Deposit  of  Refuse 
Manure 


House  Drainage  : — 

Defective  Traps  and 
no  connections 

Water  supply 


Offensive  Trade 


Other  nuisances 


0 

c3 

s 

a 

o 

• f—* 

4^ 

O 

CU 

£ 


63 


79 


69 
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The  foregoing  cases  were  submitted  to  the  Council 
monthly  as  follows  : — 


J an. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

12 

9 

9 

8 

9 

8 

July 

J 

Aug. 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

27 

16 

14 

11 

47 

45 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  ...  94 

Schools  disinfected  before  re-opening  after 

infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Rainfall  for  1903. 


Month 

Total  Depth 

Greatest  fall  in  24  hours 

Number  of 
days  on 
which  *01  or 
more  fell 

J an  u ary 

2-02 

•40 

5th 

17 

February 

•98 

•29 

24th 

8 

March 

4-09 

1*16 

17th 

16 

April 

2-01 

•77 

30th 

14 

May 

3-58 

•47 

3rd 

16 

June 

1-42 

•66 

1 3th 

8 

July 

2*68 

.68 

17th 

12 

August 

5-32 

1-56 

24th 

17 

September 

3-06 

1-15 

10th 

15 

October 

6-12 

1-05 

11th 

24 

November 

1*80 

•73 

27th 

12 

December 

1-24 

•29 

8th 

14 

j 

34*32 
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THE 

PREVENTION  OF  SMALLPOX. 


First  and  most  important — for  effectually  preventing 
the  spread  of  Small-pox — Vaccination. 

All  unvaccinated  people  should  be  immediately  vac- 
cinated. 

Those  already  vaccinated  should  be  re-vaccinated  if  the 
period  since  their  previous  vaccination  has  exceeded  ten 
years. 

It  is  important  that  vaccination  should  not  be  delayed 
till  the  outbreak  has  actually  occurred  as  otherwise 
people  may  contract  the  disease  unknowingly  before  they 
are  vaccinated,  and  so  render  the  operation  useless. 
Another  reason  for  not  delaying  vaccination  till  an  out- 
break occurs  is,  that  in  a panic  the  demand  far  exceeds 
the  amount  of  lymph  available,  and  so  everyone  cannot  be 
vaccinated  when  they  wish. 

OTHER  MEASURES  HELPFUL  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  SMALL- POX. 

People  should  avoid  contagion  by  keeping  away  irom 
towns  where  the  infection  is  prevalent,  and  not  visiting 
houses,  nor  the  near  relatives  of  those,  infected  with 
small -pox. 

As  the  early  detection  and  isolation  of  first  cases  is  of 
the  utmost  importance,  a Doctor  should  always  be  con- 


suited  if  anyone  is  ill  or  lias  a rash  or  spots  on  his  body. 

Tramps  should  be  particularly  avoided,  and  on  no 
account  allowed  to  sleep  or  remain  about  the  premises. 

Houses  should  be  kept  clean:  drains  and  closets 
should  receive  special  attention  ; all  refuse  and  night-soil 
removed  from  the  premises  as  soon  as  possible  \ sui face- 
water,  pollutions,  courts,  yards,  streets  and  alleys  should 
be  kept  scrupulously  clean. 

Public  notice  is  hereby  given  of  the  penalties  to  which 
persons  are  liable  on  account  of  the  exposure  of  small-pox 
patients,  the  use  without  proper  precaution  of  public  car- 
riages for  the  conveyance  of  persons  suffering  from  small- 
pox, or  the  bodies  of  those  who  have  died  therefrom,  the 
letting  of  infected  houses  or  rooms,  the  sale  or  sending 
about  of  infected  things,  the  throwing  into  ashpits  of 
infectious  rubbish,  the  failure  to  give  notice  to  Sanitary 
Authorities  of  the  outbreak  of  small-pox  on  theii 
premises  : — 

I.  Penalty  for  entering  a public  conveyance  while 

suffering  from  an  infectious  disease,  without 
informing  the  owner,  <£5. 

II.  Penalty  for  giving,  lending,  selling,  or  moving  any 

infected  article  without  disinfection,  £5. 

HI. Penalty  for  letting  any  room  or  premises  in 

which  any  person  has  been  suffering  from  an 
infectious  disease,  without  disinfection  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  the  Sanitary  Authority,  £20. 

ty. Penalty  for  making  a false  statement  as  to  their 

being  or  having  been,  within  six  weeks  previously, 
an  infected  person  in  premises  let  for  hire, 
imprisonment,  with  or  without  hard  labour,  or  fine 
of  £20. 


4:; 


V. Penalty  for  failing  to  give  notice  of  the  existence 

of  a case  of  small-pox,  £2. 

See  Public  Health  Act  (1875),  Section  126-129,  Sections 
7 11,  and  13,  of  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention  Act), 

1890. 

BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 
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